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ROM Version 2 UPGRADE- Supplied by Q Branch 
QUBIDE IROM Version 2 Upgrade consists of the following items: - 

1. A new EPROM programmed with the Version 2 Code. 

2. A new GAL 1 and GAL 2 programmable logic chips (marked GAL 1A and GAL 2A).

3.  A new QUBIDE Utilities Diskette. 

4. This explanation leaflet 

To upgrade your QUBIDE with the latest version you will need to remove the existing QUBIDE ROM and replace it with the new version 2 ROM, remove the existing GAL 1 and GAL 2 programmable logic chips and replace them with the new GAL I A and GAL 2A logic chips. 

You must replace all chips into their original sockets in the same orientation that they came out, if you do not there is a possibility that you could damage the QUBIDE Interface and any hard drive connected to the interface. Once the above has been achieved the upgrade is completed. 

We recommend that you place the old ROM and GALs into containers that the new ones came in and return them to Q-Branch for re-programming. The cost of the upgrade has been calculated to exclude the cost of new chips. By returning the older chips to us you will ensure that the price stays low and that other people can get the upgrades at a low price. 

Obviously the upgrade must be done with QUBIDE removed and disconnected from your QL/Aurora. Disastrous consequences could occur if you were to attempt the upgrade whilst QUBIDE was still connected to your system and powered up. We also recommend making a Back - Up of your hard drive (We can recommend Knight Safe) as you never know what might go wrong. 

In certain circumstances when the Upgrade has been completed you may have to re-format your hard drive(s), especially if your previous version was earlier than v 1.50. Version 2 of QUBIDE has the same map layout as v 1.50 to v1.56 so if your QUBIDE.. was within this range then there should be no need to re-format your drive(s) after the upgrade has been completed. 

If you do not wish to upgrade your QUBIDE yourself then simply Send it to Q-Branch. Please include return postage, and Q-Branch will upgrade it for you.

QUBIDE ROM V2.00 has several new exciting features as follows: 

1. You can now attach Iomega ATAPI IDE Zip Drives to QUBIDE. The Zip drive can be either Master or Slave. Ideal for use as a back up medium especially as these drives and media are readily available at a very reasonable cost from most PC suppliers. We had hoped to be able to attach the LS 120 ATAPI IDE 120mb Drive to QUBIDE but unfortunately this drive has not responded very well, actually it has behaved in a rather unpredictable manner thus we have decided not to support the LS 120. 

2. The MAKE _DIR command has been upgraded to accommodate users that wanted to make their sub-directories after the files had been placed onto their hard drive. This facility can be turned on or off with the use of the WIN_CTRL command. Setting bit 2 allows MAKE_DIR to move files into a newly created directory if their name matches the directory name.

e.g. WIN_CTRL 1,4 
Will turn on new MAKE_DIR command for WINI_ 

Without bit 2 set MAKE DIR will report `in use' if there are files with names that match, as per the original specifications of Level 2 Drivers. The behaviour with bit 2 set is provided for compatibility with Tony Tebby's later DV3 drivers. Use of this feature is not recommended as it wastes Disk space, which can not be recovered. You do not need to set the value each time you boot as the setting will be remembered by the drive. 

3. A new TRASHCAN facility has been included, again this can be turned on or off using the WIN_CTRL command. Setting bit 3 moves deleted files into a TRASHCAN so they can be recovered later. This does not apply to files that are overwritten, only files that are deleted. 

e.g. WIN_CTRL 1,8 
Will turn on TRASHCAN for WIN l 

Files put into the TRASHCAN still occupy space on the Hard Drive, so the disk `free space' count will not go down, and may actually go up. Switching the TRASHCAN off does not affect the files in the TRASHCAN, they are retained until you either recover them or delete them. Access to the TRASHCAN is via a utility program called TRASHCAN_OBJ, which can be found on the QUBIDE Utilities Diskette. The TRASHCAN Interface is also accessible from s*basic/assembler/C, details on request. Please read TRASHCAN_TXT for further details of the use of the TRASHCAN_OBJ program. You do not need to set the value each time you boot as the setting will be remembered by the drive.

4. We have speeded up the startup process. An unfortunate trade off for this speed up is that some users of older hard drives that have stored the parameters in superHERMES or Minerva MK 2 may experience problems. The only answer is do not store the Hard Drive parameters then the problems should go away. 

5. All the facilities of previous versions of QUBIDE, such as STORE for superHERMES and Minerva MK2 are still retained. 

Q Branch 20 Locks Hill, Portslade, Sussex. BN41 2LB

Tel : +44 (0) 1273 386030 Fax +44 (0) 1273 381577 Mobile : +44 (0) 7836 745501

Email : qbranch@qbranch.demon.co.uk Web : www.qbranch.demon.co.uk


