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Apologirs for the terdincas of the last nepslettcr, $hich r.as ducto a cornbination of circwnstaDces, Hopetully everyolre got their copy bythe saturday before the mecting - important due to the changc of vinue.

Last-minute news of the next All Formats cohputer Fair in OlasgoeCity flall - thls rlill tak. place on gth !,tarch (IOam - {ph). EEC itd
lave us a batch of €I-off ticketE for tbe lrst one, but they arrived/oo late to be scnt out. thosc purveyors of Exotic Electronic

componcnts rill again be present on 8th tlarch, as l.ill Niracle systcns.but I don't kaow ebout any other eL supplicrs.
I mentioned previously that ee should pcrhaps consider the meritgof affiliatlon to the Britirh Associ.tion of Computcr Clubs (BACC). Theinfonnation is no$ to hand, r.hich stateE that effiliates must hrve an.Iectcd conrni.ttcc and bc non-Drofit making. Thc l.tter ir no problertr,but for the former t,e would necd to dra* up a coDstltution ;tld holdform.l clections. Thc 1991 cost of affiliatlon rr.s e19 for local groups

rnd g3{ for n.tional - flhich are ee?! Conments aDyone???

LAST XEETIf,G: XAYIIELD CETTRE. atIRI,ITo. I5tT TEaRUAnY

Our .nforced changc of venue fron the Corane Ccntre to tbeHaylicld Centrc, duc to renov.tioos of the forner, ras not trithout itsbcncfits. The lrayfield Centre Ls guite modcrn, in deceDt decor.tiveshape .nd not too difficult to loca+-e not to mcntion that t.e earegettiog the room flee of charge bccause of the inconveDicrlce. Thecaratrlar lcclned surpriscd that se t.ould consider anyshcrc .lce,suggelting that the cotraDe Ccntre should have been demolj.gired long ago.Rivalry apart, t.e Dor, have tto pocsibtc stlrliDg vcnues to consldir.
As re were setting up our OLs, it occured to me how differ.nt eechperson's letup lras. This rlas mainly becruse I hld just built my QL an-ew home.out of black-painted plyeood. The idea nas to cut doon on-all

)re Pruggrng and unplugging that is required, a ootion whlch is not nee,t SoLUG rhembers. For instance, John skelton eliminetes disassehblinghis -syst€n by brlnging along the complcte desktop - "iif, Or, its pooeisupply lnd assorted disk drives fired jn place, aiong *itf, tl" cL videodigr-tiser and another hcfty poecr supply ior tfr. a.ii.", rescued from aclead PC. John ShaH callies his eL around in a case thich looks custombui,It. tor. !h. lgf - the QL, po;er supply .nd aisk rtiives ftt snugty,and the Hhole thing closes into something llke a brlef case. I hadlooked for a long tihe for somethinq similar. and ii Has tack ofsuccess ln this Bearch which drove me to make my o!rn,

flhen John Shax erlived rith his el,s, it rras clcar that not all easeell.- Bis 0IMI-hodified eL, $hich h;d been behavin! ciraticatly, had
Iillllv decided to grve up the qhost. rt seem; iii.ii trr.t 

"tt tt.fiddlj.ng nj.th the itl-flttrng m;use intcrface has causcd some othc!damage to the computer. Alen iilson nentioncd tfrai ifri jroblcm rtth thcOIMI iDterface's legs being too short is xell knorm, bui reportedly thecurrent stock sill continue to be Eold. It sould ba best to r;it a



lrhile thcr.fore, urtil the nelt batch ot (longcr-l.gged) int.rfaccs
comc on-st rcam.

tf you h.ve alrcady cotrmittcd yoursGlf to the current OI ILnterf.ce, the follo$ing tip from Rob.rt Thomson of Esnllton hal, be
vcry us.ful , H. suggests buylng bllnk chip lochets (40-pin rnd 2{-piD)
to fit onto the approprlate chort pios on the undcrside of th. QIXIint.rface. ThlB xill cquip the interface nith longer and lno!c bendy
legs. so that insertion is much easl.r, The only problem i! that thit
raises the height of the interflce so that it could itlterfele t,ith
closing the 0L'! case. fhcr.fore buy the ch.apest chip rock.tr, rs thcy
t.nd to be the thinncst - rs thin .s 3nEn. Robert reports using this
technique to fit !uccesrfully quitc r far QIl.tI 1nt.rflces.

llhcn r,e got round to loading lottrare, the firat on the liBt r.as !
dcmonstrltion, by ,rlrn Willon, of oDesigD, the letcat graDhic! prckage
from Jochen Xerz softrare, Unfortunrtely, the demonstr.tlon got off to
a bed start rhen the package refus.d to boot up on lny OL. The ldvart
Ior the DrogEam lays that it ha6 becn t.ct.d on OL Rolts JS uplards, I Ithc nanual is someyhat morc rcvcallng, sugg.sting that AH .nd Jx ROr.-/
lre not sultable. Alan h.d found the program to r.ort pertectly on hls
JS 0L, but none of the AII or Jt{ QLs Drcaent could bc pcrluedod to load
the loftwar.. Luchily, John thar had brought .long hls bschuD OL, a JS,
!o r.e t{ere ablG to gct thc Dackeg. loaded.v.ntually,

OD.sirn, lite lll Jochct! xerr prograru. nakes full ule of the
QJUHP Polntcr Envlronhcnt, .nd sufficieDt c.t.usions .rc lncludcd xith
th. paclagc ro thrt you do not rlrc.dy nead to orn OplC2. llhe rctualdraHing atea is a rri.trdot{ cov.ring tnort of the rrca ol thc rcr.an, rith
m.Dus !.lectrble at the top and icoDs dopD the left side. The draxing
area is scrollable, so that the cffective rr.. is much larEcr. A
condetraed vie$ of the €ntLre area cao elao be vietlcd.

6electlng lcons glves acccss to convcntlonel draring functions
such !s bor, circle, triangle, etc. t{hrt I found rcally lmpressive ras
thc t.xt f.cillty. There are tro rnodcs to thl! - you can cithGr ule
Dormal it fonts in any of the rvaillble CSIZES, or use v.ctor foDts.the i.dea behind vector fonts .s I understend lt, is thrt. dcfinition
ls stored for hor cach charactor is drar (ln tenrB of lin.s aDd curveg,
rrther than dots), so thet the lrrger the Eile of th. char.ctcr, thc
nor6 lccurate it .ppearr on-scr.en. Conparc th1! to enlarging a normal
QL character - thc larger it is, thc horc blocky lt beconer.

oDcaign ls the first program for tha OL to use vcctor foDts,
Bhcreas dranlng / DTP packag.s for pc/Atarl/rmiga/Archimedcs/Haclnto!h
conputara have uscd vector fonts for some ycars. Is the eL catching ).t l.st? The test of this rould be ln the printout, but here r. stiuc^'
problems. Hhether John Shaw's printer r.as not entirely Epson compatlble
or the DIP s*itches tere set unusullly I don't knoH. but it certaiDly
did not nant to cormunicate nith eDesign - cmitting loud beeping
Doises. In vie$ of all th€ possible lncompatibilitirs, Alan intcnds tobring along his onn setup in future, on Fhich he Isors that ODesignrorka, aDd give r reDcat d.honstrlti.oo,

Another nee Drogram to be cxsniDed t.es lDyOEtV, by A-ndy prltchard
and gupplicd by C.C.H, S.rvl,c.s. As you tn1ght axDect, this Drogramcnable! you to genereta your o$n ldvcnture games, using a nen
PrograNning langusge called ACL (Adventure Control Lrnguaga), The sort
of ganes one can produce are qujta sophisitcated - j.ncludiDg tcrt .ndgraPhlcs, and allouing for more then just verb-noun lnput frorn the
Dleyer. The Epic ldventure prograrn rals uritten usittg this systeh.

rvaillble for the OL, oamely Ouill ldvcntutc tfrit.r, by cilsoft, ltrd
Digital Pracisionrs ldventurc crcatjo, tool. tlhethcr th.r. 1s any ncad
for e third systeh is doubtful, rince th. int.r.st ilr 0L advanturcs has
dcclined steaply ln th. last fctr yaart (cven r B.ll-r.vlarad rdventure
t ould bc lucky to scll morc thln r fcrl doz.n copies a rear).

The flrst thing that nult be said .bout IDVGEI{ ls th.t lt i!
daunting! The forhat rttd synibols used by AcL arc not evalr slightly
intuitive. Therefore, the n.nuel nust be tGad (and ra-r.sd) c.rcfully.
onfortunately for us, re had no printed copy, Bo it $as nccessary to
nultltask QuiI l, xith thc documcnt (29 pag.c lonE) loaded, .longsidc
the ACL editor, ADyad. Initial attenpts et using Tasftmastcr tcre
unsucc.ssful , but 0PAc2 mrn.96d to multitslk both ylthout rny probl6ms.

!irst inpreslionB of ADvcd .re thlt it is ! very lophirticatcd
tcxt .ditor - the l.yout is llco nclt, using ltalics for prlntcd t.xt
aDd noD-italics for coimands, the cditor has nany hore fc.tur.s th.n
you might .xpact i.n aD edvcnture 6ditor, lncluding soarching, cut aDd
Fste, import-export, .tc. - it eve$ alloxs you to sct the clock!

,raving said that, the AcL coftnande appeared inlcrutlble, though lookinE
again at thc rnanual eince the meetinq, the logic of the thing is
beginnlng to link io.

Although ADyed gives e favour.bl. impression, r,c considercd that
thc systctn tould h.ve ba.n much ntor6 apgaallng if the author had
constructcd lome fortn of "froDt and" to rhield uscrE from tbc
complcriti.s of ACL. fhis lr thc rDproach th.t puilI ldecrrtur. llritcr
takcs, rllowing non-progrermers to creete .dventures. Eor.aver, thoBe
r.illing to put ID a bj.t norc ctfort should find ADVOET{ rnuch tnorc
flerible, and I haven't cven thentloned the gr.phics crp.bilitl.s.

Oqr PD Index disk, Dlus 60-odd disks o! lrcewarc a6rc again bclng
put to good use, eDd by using rnultitas)ring, the llbrary r,as craniacd
v.ry .fficl.ntly. To alucidatc, Archiva 1! uscd tirlt to a.arch th.
indea digk for programs of poteDtiel lnt.rest. For clanple, I seerchcd
on "viarr" to fiad file-vieHing programs.

Iext, it ls tirBc to sr.ltch over to Ouill rnd load in thc
.pproprlat. -doc file from the appropriate disk. glncc hany of th.
docrrments ara iD cerman, frequent 6titching to thc Geinan-Eng!lsh
tlordlist program cen bc necessary.

Pitrally, if the Drograh ltouDds lntcra!ting, lt can then be stertcd
up lrom EupcrBASIC, Once it he! beelr cvaluatcd, lrchiv. cin bc call.d
up agaiD, lnd tbe Drocess repcated.

,/ fhc upshot of my search for filc-vicrcrc 1! that the only guitable
one ras from the cerlIlan disks, rnd lihe most cernan 6oft$arc, requircs
Pointer Envirodnent extengioDs. There is such r weslth of utilitlca on
the German disks that it reems r.orthFhile investing in |PAC2 to rcceBs
them.

rEXT XEETI G: CfilJIE CETTRE. STIRLIiG: Isth xARcE: II.D-sqn
Thls lrill give us a chance to vi.w thc lnprovemants to the coxan€

Centre snd declde *hether ther. is anything to choose betrcen the trro
Stirling vctrucs, In cele you haven't bGcn to cithar bcforc, t should
hention that both Drovide hot eater for haking tea, coffee, pot
noodlcs( !), etc. At thls neeting rle hope to crplore ODcsigD furthcr rnd
9€t some hard-copy this time. I could demonstrrte the ncely complatcd
8?o0L program, for converting ltarl 8f gcrccn flles to thc OL, bslcd on
the utitlity I erote lor the pD librery, but rince then t!k.n to Dcs
hclghts by Ri ch HeIlor.There tre elrG.dy trro specialised ldventure-eriting utilitieg
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