THE UL REPORT

PUBUIZHED BN CURRY Compu
P.0. BOX ‘550? GLENMIE #7 85312-5687
$15.00 FoR 12 ISSUES

AUGUST 15, 1987

VOL. 3 NO. 8
copurisht 1985,86,87 by
Curry Computer. ALL rights

reserved,

This is our second Repard using Digital Precision’s DESKTCP
PUELISHER OFY only this time we are actually writing the Report
from uithin OP uith the help of SPELLEOUMD, The two eo for seen to
vk fine tosether. Bs we have said befors, ue dislike the fact
that [P oill pot word-rop bt that is the only thing that makes
the progrom slightly frustrating to use. SPELLBOUMD emsures that
ve are not moking ony spelling mistakes and we do Nke the took
that DP gives to the Report.

fis uou moy hewe roticed in last wonth's Report, ve made a fair
anount of errors, The First page, for example, wos too “shori” ond
in o few inslonces, vhen ue imported lext, ve hod on exlra lire in
a feu parographs which did not, ve adnit, look very professional.
Ve have also noticed that uhen using SPELLEOUND, every time ve use
hat word, it types it tuice which i3 stronge, Uhm you sove the
poge, the uindow shouing the mode SPELLBOLMD is in ond the word
"thecking” is olso suved, fis long e you enter more text later,
this witl disppenr. Oy you con usually hove it lov enough on the
prge to Cwhite it out™ es o last  resort.

So, here ve are with real deskiop publishing on the GL! find able
to be used in conjunction with @ spelling checker/corrector at the
some time, One of the stronger salling points obout the OL has al-
wap been its excellence in the field of wrd-processing. This

ould now be erhomced with the deskiop progroms now becoming

i lable.
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In the neus department, ve keep hearing rumours that festrod “soy’
wont to do something with the 0L but officialiy they soy “ro de-
cizion hoz been mode.”

Yo gre hearing from o lot of third porly people thet Fulura ic
strictly vaporuore and will never be relemsed. Sundy insists the
fochine will be out by the end of  summer.

e know of o certain deater vho is adverticing the BL in such “non
Sinclair" publications os DR. DOBBS JOURMAL with a suggested
retail of §289! Nice if you con get it, ALl other deaters and even
the distributor are selling the machine right around the $199.93
suggested retail that has been the current price for over a yeor,

The price of 8L TALKER has been reduced to $39.95 plus a little
for shipping, At this pricey i1 is a very good buy, The sourd on
the THLKER is excellent ond it is very eacy to incorporate speech
inlo your oun programs.

MHERE'E BUEIS i) EREE
PART ONE BlAEDC

tigital Precision has a sheel with the chove-mentioned nome that
Y5 most knoun bugs ard what the “fix” is for euchy if any. We

Nectl list some of them in this Report and finish the list either
next month or the month ofter. He hope it proves beneficiol.

e will tist in this issue @ description of the bugs that DO NOT
hve o fix. In other words, proceed under penally of loss of pro-
gramy dato, etc,
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HUER a5 en immediate comnond can crash BASIC. MN'T B8 IT!
Deleting o RHEN statement con erash BASIC. BoW'T B0 IT!
RHER interocts hodig with RENUH. BON'T BO IT!
HER does not clear RHEW ERROR DON'T BO IT!

HRUNning o file of direct conmands
couses vorieus problens. BOK'T B8 IM

“BAB LINE" IN file of dircet commands eon crosh
the machine . BOR'T LET IT HAPPEN!

. Trying to junp out of a proccdm‘c with

an END REP con eause preblems. BT B0 IT!

Floating Poinl srroys ore limited to
64k elements. paw’T B0 IT

Host of these bugs are in the JilyJS, JSU, ard HG ROHS. The last
ore mentioned is only in the 1.

#en ue received o recent order from Digital Precisions Freddy
Vacha had scribbled on the bottom of the invoice, “Friendly tip—
Eidersoft in trouble,” Eidersoft wac one of the first componies to
support the OL ond hos produced some excellent 8L softuare ond
horduere- 1.C.E., Gzpell, Korote, ICICLE, their House System, und
vere listed as the UK. distributor for C5T's THOR. They had con-
centrated more in the past year on Ateri ST softuore ond horduare.
Their ST version of Karate, uhich was bosed on the &L version, did
very well both here ond in  Enslond ond  Europe.

fAnother source informed us thot os of Fridoy, July 17th, they hed
folded, Ue hove televed Ken Browning, the director. Ue know that
Eidersoft hus recently released some excellent utility proorams
for the ST, omong them a sprile designer ond o sound designer,

The latest rumour ve hove heord is thut POL is offering Eidersoft
creditors 48 pence on the pound ond will control all Eidersoft
concerns, We hove not been cble to sscertain vhether or not this
peans there will still be Eidersoft product for the AL ovailable
or not.
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RLE stords for Run-time ercoded grophics and ue first did an arti-
cle on it in on issue of BLR lost year. Ue printed o listing by
Lehfeldt vhich erabled you to dowr-lood pictures fros Cospu-
serve (they heve o vhole section for screen pictures of all types)
onto your monitor. Yith one of momy of the screen dme proorams ov.
gilahle yw could then 9ot a hordcopy vie wwr printer,

[ESKTIP hos ¢ “lond picture” feature uhich e will otteapt to des-
cribe to you nou. Chuck Platt, ome of our revievers, sent us some
HE pictures fros Compucerve, Fros uithin [ESKTOP, choose the
“load pictre " option ond then choose the option for “full soreen
" o opposed to the one uvhich msks for on EYEE coreen, (nce the
screen is loaded, you con “cut™ ooy portion of il uou desire, or
turn it upside douny mirror ity etc, Below is an ME picture vhich
g0zt of uou should recoonize,

fnce 1 get the picture of Uncle Clive on screen I con then clip it
o vhotever size 1 uant, bhen I om done,; I press the escope key
ad the pictre i aut into eemory, After that, goer | umt to
use the pictres T sisply press the CONTROL. SHIFT ond "% keus
after postiioning the cercor
at the desired position and
the picture is cut in o= you
see here, By properly positioning
virdous for texty you con create the
iliuzion(atoosl) of the text “urop-
ping arourd” the pichre, ALY in all
with the obility to il in orophics
from RE pictess, ESTP on
create o very profescional looking
newsletier, cotalog o uhotever, Ue
hine been using the program for lese
than o month bul already feel wery
conforighle uith it,

.afRemmbw lospuserve hos o tuge

slibrery of  piciures.  Brouse
theough i soeelise,

kkk LY. KEYBOARD® i o

Since on intersst hod been expresced in o lower priced
replocenent keyboard for the B0, 1 detersired to atiespt
to build one. The following uill reiote my experience,

Hming ocquired o 0L ool o weor ond o half ago, ]
sel dbout becoming familior with Super EBasic, Havirg
gropplished this (sore or lessi, | recently purchased o
Sendy Guper § Boord with all the soodies that oo uith L,

I noe hod seergthing euoilebie Bt o mose od o good
keybogrd, The mouse con be refrofitted ioter; ond moy
uel! be ai soze lise,

The feel of the O heybouwrd waes ot oreat, but
tolerohle, The thing that uae intolershle wss the stronge
clacesent of the cursor kews. It glse wuld hove besn
nice o hee control ond gt keys on either zide of he
keubomrd to use with eitter fond, The tiee hod cose 1o
correct  the probiem if opossible, & ook ot uhal wgs
matleble comserciolly shousd that either the replocesent
keuboord  wos  not thon the orig the
« i Wiz i Hewing

fhile brovsing throush o cosputer surplue slore in
Sante Fhe Ca. o nice keybowrd with  mechenical  key
syitches wos  obtained for 5.8, The keybowd hod o
rameric pod, o cursor pod ond function keys. Sose of the
keutops uere =missng, but suitghle keutops were used from
a Coleco Ades keyboord (ich is o mesbrane lupe like the
one on the B ond s wuseless for onything elsed,

Be porticulerly coreful uhen selecting o keyboord od
be sure to get ome with mecdhanicel key suitches, ond ot
one with copocitive or hale effect suitches, bhile the
others e very durcble, they wn't work, The mechonicel
key cuitches witl hove tuwo termirals on each suitch ond
will show continuity with on ohe meter uhen the loter is
comnected oorose o depressed key cwitch, The other tupes
will hwe three or sore terminols, fuoid thes, The size
of the kewpoord ic not importomt; o it will b mounted
remotely from the computer. You might be able to sount
the 8 in the keyboord cosey but it will regquire
corsiderchle work on oy port.  Jomeco  Electronice has
some kegbogrds in thelr current cotaiog vhich should be
suitable, Look for the words “mechanicol key suitdes™ in
the deccription, ond avoid the FAdae or the lote TIW
keyhoords (the lost iz g little iip bosed on au o
perconal experiencel.

Havirg obtoired @ cuitable kesbowrd uou will hove to
beg, huild, buwy or steal a cuiteble case for the
kewoard, 1w given  two LR terminaic  uith
keuboords, The tersinale yielded one gond 157 block ond
vhite monitor uith o high persistonce tube (o flickers),
fwo owood Rotron fomsy, o couple of power supplies that
could rum o smoll city oo onchor o lege cabin Crulser,
wd fuo resote keybonrds,

The keuhoords were Hale effect ond  unusedble  {sighy
they sure hove o nice touchd, but the kedboard cose uos
cuitehle for irstalling the surplus kewboord. In odition
the keyboied cose had @ 29 wire shislded coble with @
[B25 75 pin computer connector, Thal cuble wos used o= o
coprector o the cosputer. The keuboord mairix diogrom in
the OL repoir mwusl ups used to wire uw the e
kewbomrd. In doimg soy tuo errors were discoveredin that
digarom, Key 1" shouid be in row 4 coluan 4 not in rov 4
colmn 3 oz shoun in the dioem. Key "3 zhowuld fe in
row 4 coluen 2 ond rot row 4 colwen 4. ey 07 should be
in rov 3 coluen 8, and key "9" should be in row 3 oolwmn
G, The diogrem shows  the reverse of  this.

The mmeric pod bkeys gre conmected in porpilel with
their  counterperts  in e upper rov of  kews.  The
bockspace key is aisn comnected in pornliel uwith the left
cursor key., The keys on either side of the spate Do were
comnected  in perstiel o control  kews,  In oddition
paraliel olt keys ae cornecled on either side of the
keyboard,

The function bkeys on thic kestoord ore chove e o
rou of regular keys, using the large funclion keulops for
the fdom keyhoord, You con put them uherever you wish, as

o as they ore wired correctly. O omy hedbcord the
funclion keys uere gireody chove the main keuhomed, Thers

is comsiderdble flebility in hou uou drronge the cursor
keye ond special keus, You couids in foct wire the
keuhoard tn o Duordd arrancesent.
that

The only  Coule 0




later nctuntes the left cursor key with orother reloy,
The sequence 15 very importont, as if the cursor key is
octugted before the control  keyy, the delele charocter
will not be generated.

NoTo do this w duble role dip reley  (woiloble from
Fadic Shockd ues used to acluate the conbrol bey ond the
secord set of contucts on the relay actuste o single pole
dip reley (Also  ovailgble from Podic  Shackd  which
actuates the left cursor key, Since the secord relay con
mt pull in until the firet one doesy there is enough
delog to oassure the correct sequence, The same thing
could prebobly be done with Ouod fralos Suitch Intesrated
circuils, but this crude methed works very well, Four AR
percelle in o holder are used to pouer the relays, but you
could prohobly steal pover from the computer iF yoy wish.
The pencelle chould lost a long time in rormal usey us
thew are only used while the DELETE key is actually
depresced.

Thiz sme orronsement con be expmded to include 4
Richt delete key using the righl arrow. I uu reslly
wint te g0 uild you could hove o total of THENTY function
keys by using CONTROL  FUMCTION, SHIFT  FMCTIOH,  and
(OHTROL SHIFT FUHCTION itn the some woy. It mioht be nice
to hove Ten function keys, I mwwy try that sometime just
for the fun of it. A corrected keyboard matrix dicgrem
iz provided, oz vell as o disgrom of the delzte key
harduore ond o kewboord cockel diwgram on the main board.

[ con provide come information on  the Ouod  FRrolog
switches, ket uvou are on your cun f vou decide to use
them, 1 tried them on the 751688 keyboord, ord they did
ot vork for me.

\_‘,he keyboord  ic  corpnected to the computer in the
following mmner. Using the Bl service monual as o guide,
remove  the top cover, the micro drives and the main
board. Solder the leads of o 25 wire ribbon coble to the
pins of the kewbord sockels on the bolttom side of the
pain boord, The firel nire wires on the left side of the
cable oo to the nine pin socketUJID), with pin #1 beirg
the leftmost pin (the one closest to the expmsion

_comector?, The next 11 pins g0 to the 11 pin keuboord

" socket{12)y with pin #1 aonin on the left. The other end

of the ribbon cable is attuched to a DB2S socket, and the
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WECT TBZ5 SOCKET T0 BOTTON €F BORFDAT 2105012 ©

\—qire exils a slot in the front of the @ cose. A metal L
brocket is super glued to the bottom of the case, and it
supporis the DB <ockety os there ic no room fo mount
the socketl in the cose., Wire the cable to the kewboord to

4

. satch the computer,

n the T5786% computer, ritbon coble wes used to
cornect the keuboard to the computer, ond there uere no
eroblems, You could probobly do the the come on the GL if
yor wichd did mt do this e a chielded coble wes
wailable with the correct plug  already  instelled.

Future plons for horduare include on I, B. H. stule
main cose so the computer, the disc drives, the cooling
fon ond the power supply con be instatled in the some
box, o5 my computer s sprending out  ropldly.

When the computer is instolled in the P, C. cose the
top cover will be discarded, oz the computer rums very
mich cooler without ity ond heot problems no  longer
evisl, The incident of ports foilure should be much lower
that vy os well, That little box gets too hot in normal
uee(Gir Uncle Clive ovoys hod o problem with heating, 1
hope  his  new mochine has  that  problem  solved.

Sincerely,

Jomes J, Cook

186 E. Evon Heues My, Sp. #6
El Centro, Ca, 92243

DESKIUN REURRUD

e ore very much indebted to Joe Morris for his simple
but overlooked advice on moking it emsier to import QUILL
documents into DESKTOP PUBLICHER. AL you hove to do is to
rn yoweinstall_bas” proorow from QUILL ond set uwp o
printer driver that only hos o corriose return, not a
corriooe peturn ond o linefeed vhich is uhat the default is.
hen you do thisy ond then enter GUILL, ture your document
ond sove it o5 a "lis” file, it witl import into DESKTOP
vithout oany  extroneous codes; elc, UM therk  Joe  for
bringing this to cur attention.

So, what we do nmow is to et o in QIL o
"desktop” document vhich is o moster. In this ve cet or
page size o 25, owr risht merain to 68,left to @ ond indent
to 8, without any footers or headers ond with zero for the
upper ond lower morgins. We con now prepare the copy from
within BILL uhich meons we hove the obility to vordurop.
SPELLEOAMD works firey plus we hwe all the commands such
as “copyy”“ersse,” etc, thot DESKTOP does not offer. Ue nou
feel thiz is probobly one of the best deskiop publishing
systems oround vhen you consider it is only slightly over
1200 ord that includes the wvord-processing progroms deskiop
proarom  ond  the computer! Nowy, if they could moke it
lgser printer cospotible, it would be reotly unbelievable,

Zitasoft has some new titles out we uwmt to drow your
attention to. A lot of you have heard of HHATTER ond
LOCKSHITHE,  LOCESHITHE will atlow you to moke on identical
copy of proctically ony microdrive original cortridee. You
uould, in a lot of coses, still need to first moke o backup
and have an origiral in drive tuo, but ot least this woy wou
can mke o orchival copy ond keep wowr original safe,
4ATTER will aliow you Yo moke o disk versien of protected
microdrive sof tuare,

We unt to strese that the use of LOCKSHITHE is to help
end-users who hove bought softuare protect their originals,
It is not for blatent copying.



SRIEL 5 o chrink progrm for o wr B, The
“malo_shrink”™ file is @ bDusic progrm  compiled  with
Gliberator ond uwill oliow you to install o BESET BOOT on ary
basic file, You will be osked the nome of the file ond e
ligit cize of the wochine, The limid size 5 the cize that
the aute shrink part of the rev file uwill sheik to iF e
pachine’s valid ram size is grester. In other words, if umu
select 192k ord uour machine hos been epended wp to 648K,
then vhen you boot the file, the wulo shrink oppendoe will
check if the rom size ic over the 19 and W it is, then
the machine uill report the immenent reset ond then do it,

On ony further boot of the sgme file;, the autc cheink Bit
will momin check ram size bul it will row only see o 192
aochine ond the rest of the progrom will corry on froe uhere
it should,

fis well o doim the ove, all files that are
doctor'ed using autoc sheink will oo rm. That seame that
even when loded using the "LOAD" cwperhasic rompand, i
vill rm o8 i oyt hed CLRMned”  the  file,

Host shrink progrome will only oliow ww to shrink to o
certain size ad in doing soothey can both it wou
wrnecesserily ond will rol uwork in some instonces. Some
softure will octually be shord of memory if uou hove shrrk
to 128 od hove o interfoce  that  sunliows  memory.

SIEUINER 1= o MHE 4 MBO coreen Gmp prooeom, loon
booting, you o either edit the printer sethings Goud,poper
sizey efc) or oo ctraight into the “LoodSmwe” merw for
screens, ffter loodire 6 soreen, wou ore put indo EDIT mode.

From thic mode, uou hove the wilily io aller ihe soreen
uzing either cinale keusiroke or uou moy enter olher modec
ol aller the zcreen’s confents, Bt orylise drine EDIT
gode, you con press Fl oad o beief description of e

B
scrotl od pon the soreen by sb
girror ipgge of the screen with even the iext oppesring
"tack fo front.,” There 5 glso ¢ reccler  option,
THRSHEST by Zitesoft will oliow the uwser Y “docior”
bod microdrive files, someuhal along the limes of Talent's
CHTRIDGE DETIR. Al of Zitsoft's progroms ore meant to be
booted from wdvl., Ue uill kesp uou posted o more e

softure frow this fine compory o2 L becoses cumilchle,
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2 are ooing to close this monih's izeue with zome more
BE  pictwes, UL et sonth,  enjmy e QL
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Pictures dounloaded
from CompPuserve
by Chuck Platt.
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