The Serial Port Driver (SER)

OPEN command

To open a channel to one of the serial ports, you would use the SuperBASIC OPEN command. The device name you specify has the following syntax:

ser<port><parity><handshake><protocol

where

<port>       is the number of the serial port you wish to open

<parity>     e - select even parity

             o - select odd parity

             m - select mark

             s - select space

<handshake>  i - ignore handshake

             h - employ handshake

<protocol>   r - raw data with no <EOF>

             z - control Z is <EOF>

             c - control Z is <EOF> and <CR> is a record separator

For example, if you wished to open serial port 1 with even parity, employing the handshake protocol with control Z as the <EOF>, you would specify the device name as

ser1hz

If you wished to open serial port 2 with no parity, employing handshake with no <EOF> you would specify the device name as

ser2hr

The default parameters for both ports are 8-bit no parity with handshake operating a raw protocol.

Please note that if you use the parity bit, then you cannot send 8-blt ASCII characters. This effectively means that the extended character set of the THOR cannot be sent to the printer.

The Network Driver (NET)

OPEN command

You open a connection to another network station by using the SuperBASIC OPEN command. The syntax of the device name you use is

net<d>_<s>

where

<d>       is the direction of the I/O

          i - specifies an input channel

          o - specifies an output channel

<s>       is the station number you wish to connect to

For example, if you wish to have an input connection to station number 36 on your network you would use the device name

neti_36

If you wish to have an output connection to station number 45 on the network, you would use the device name

neto_45

If you specify the station number as zero, then on input you will receive all broadcast messages (providing you have issued an INPUT command to that channel) and on output, you can broadcast messages to other stations on the network which are listening to broadcasts.

If you specify your own station number as part of the device name as input, (e.g. if you are station number 12. then neti_12) you can listen to all messages on the network.

The Parallel Interface Driver (PAR)

OPEN command

To open a channel to the parallel port, you can use the SuperBASIC OPEN command, or the FOPEN command. The device name you specify has the following syntax:

par<protocol>{_<buffsize>K}

where

<protocol>    is one of N - use CR/LF for end of line

                        C - use CR only for end of line

                        R - untranslated (i.e. Raw)

<buffsize>    is        128 if <buffsize> is omitted

                        <buffsize>, multiplied by 1024 if K is present

                        1024 if only K is present

For example, if you wanted to open the parallel port translating all CR (Ascii code 10) characters to CR, you would use

parn

as the device name.

Once a channel has been closed, a further channel may be opened, even if output is still occurring. Therefore to perform background printing from memory, open a channel with a buffer size adequate for the entire output; the output will apparently complete immediately, and further printer output may initiated. Note that it is the responsibility of the printing job to ensure that memory is not "hogged".

Except in raw mode, a page throw is added at end of file, if not already present.s

